INTRODUCTION TO BIBLANG

Welcome to the "Biblical Languages Font" running on the OK Word Processor. If
this is your first meeting with OK, then welcome again. You will love working
with this word processor - it is brilliantly designed, easy to use and as
flexible as you need it to be. Especially important from your point of view is
that it handles foreign language characters like a dream.

BIBLANG has been especially designed for people who need to produce printed
material in biblical languages. In most cases, the modern descendents of the
biblical languages are also catered for. The characters have been designed to
print on 24-pin printers. Printers with lower resolution than that of 24 pin
printers (180 dots per inch) are unable to display many foreign characters
with sufficient clarity, so they are not supported. Laser printers are not yet
supported. To print with OK you should use the EPSON LQ-1500 or onme of its
many compatibles - like one of the NEC P5,P6,P7 series, or any of a number of
others. Contact PRICOM for details on compatible printers.

Because of the way OK is designed, BIBLANG is easy to learn. At every stage,
the mini-keyboard displays what characters the keyboard will produce. It will
be well worth your while to read through this manual, however, both to find
out what fonts are contained within BIBLANG and how to use the built in
automatic pointing features.

In OK terminology, BIBLANG is a "6 slot" font, which means there are 6 sets of
keyboards available to the user in addition to the normal set of keyboards.
That's a total of 42 keyboards: almost 1800 characters!

What follows is a slot by slot introduction to the many fonts in BIBLANG. The

layout displayed is that of the enhanced AT keyboard because BIBLANG has
standardized its character arrangement on this particular keyboard.
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BIBLANG Slot 1

SLOT 1

SLOT 1 in BIBLANG is a combination of the UNIVERS italic set with Old Persian
cuneiform and some ruled graphics characters.

The normal (-}) and shifted (-1) keyboards contain italics.

Graphl (1} and 11) houses Old Persian cuneiform.

Graph2 (2] and 21) holds supplementary ruling graphics to those provided in
graph2 of the standard OK character set.
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BIBLANG Slot 2

SLOT 2

SLOT 2 in BIBLANG contains fully accented classical, koine and modern Greek,
along with many of the symbols used in textual criticism.

-l and -f:

1] and 11:

2] and 2f:

ordinary Greek characters

accent) .

(upper and lower case) together with
punctuation and vowels with one diacritic mark (a breathing or an

vowels with two diacritic marks and vowels with iota subscripts.

additional Greek characters and signs for text critical apparatus.
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BIBLANG Slot 3

SLOT 3

SLOT 3 in BIBLANG contains fully pointed Hebrew and Aramaic as well as Syriac
and Phoenician. It also contains characters for drawing boxes.

-l and -1:  ordinary Hebrew letters and characters with a mid-letter dot.
1) and 1f:  Syriac, with supra-linear vowel marks.
2z The Phoenician alphabet and two kinds of box drawing characters.

21 Aramaic vowel points: the Palestinian, Samaritan and Babylonian
systems, with variations.
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BIBLANG Slot 4

SLOT 4

SLOT 4 in BIBLANG contains fully pointed Arabic. There are two Arabic fonts
included in slot 4. The first uses the same horizontal allignment as ordinary
English characters and is designed for the limited pointing of most modern
Arabic. The second is designed for fully pointed Classical Arabic.

The first Arabic font, containing ordinary Arabic characters for

all positions within the word, punctuation marks and numbers.

-1 and -1:
1) and 1f:  The letters of the second Arabic font.
24: The vowel marks for the second Arabic font.
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BIBLANG Slot 5

SLOT 5

SLOT 5 in BIBLANG contains Coptic and the characters for virtually all of the
Latin based European languages.

-{ and -f: Coptic; the letters with a supra-linear stroke are found in the
shifted keyboard.

1l and 1f: European language characters. There are also some in -| and -1,
mostly on the top row, and a few scattered around in the otherwise
empty places of 2| and 21.

2] and 21:  These keyboards contain symbols used in automatic pointing; they
are not for typing. Another such symbol may be found in -f. For
more information on how to use automatic pointing, see the
appropriate section below. Note that these symbols will not print.
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BIBLANG Slot 6

SLOT 6

SLOT 6 in BIBLANG contains full Ethiopic.

-l and -1:
1] and 1t:
21:
212

the first 12 letter families of the Ethiopic syllabary with all

vowel modifications.

the second 12 letter families of the Ethiopic syllabary with all

vowel modifications.

the last two letter families of the Ethiopic syllabary together
with the characters for labialized consonants.

Ethiopic numbers.
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